
 

 

STEP  1 

 

Dry wood 3.5 inch square  

by 5.5 inches long. 

STEP 2 

 

Find center of wood marking a line 

from corner to corner.  Where the two 

lines cross will be your center. 

STEP 3 

 

Mount on lathe between centers using 

a spur drive and live center. 



STEP 5 

 

Turn a tenon to fit your chuck jaws.  I’m using a 

Oneway talon chuck so a   

2-1/8 inch diameter tenon works fine.   

 

Note: I’m using a tenon gauge made of 1/4 in 

plywood. 

STEP 4 

  

Use a spindle roughing gouge to turn the blank 

to a round cylinder.  

STEP 6 

 

 Mount the piece in the chuck, bring up the tail-

stock with the live center for support and safety. 



STEP 7 

 

 Rough out the shape.  Use a 3/8 inch drill bit to 

drill a hole 3-1/2 inches deep. 

 

 

Note:  Turn lathe speed down to 300-400 rpm 

when drilling to reduce heat 

STEP 8 

 

Establish the diameter of the foot using the  

parting tool.  For this vase 1-3/4 to 2 inch base is  

sufficient. 

STEP 9 

 

When you have your final shape it’s time to 

sand.  Start at 120 grit through 400.  

Wear a dust mask 

 

Note:  I use a passive sander from  

thesandingglove.com 



STEP 10 

 

Jam chuck using a 3/8 rod protruding from a 

block of wood mounted in chuck to go in hole 

drilled in step 7.   Use an anti-slip pad or leather 

between the mouth of the vase and the jam chuck 

to protect the vase from slipping or burning when 

removing the tenon. 

STEP 11 

 

Bring up live center to hole that was made pre-

viously when it was between centers this will 

help the vase run true. 

STEP 12 

 

Turning off tenon, take your time, take light 

cuts.  Take tenon to a diameter of about 1/4 inch 

leaving the bottom of the vase concaved so it 

will sit on the outer edge of base. 



STEP 13 

 

After sanding bottom of vase remove the nub  

using a skew or small spindle gouge. 

 

NOTE: Lathe turned off; hand rotate. 

STEP 14 

 

You can put a 1 inch hook and loop sanding pad 

holder in drill press and take off the nub or you 

can hand sand it.  

 

 

STEP 15 

 

Finishes:  I use oil and wax then buffed out or a 

lacquer finish 



TOOLS: 3/4 inch spindle gouge, 1/2 inch bowl gouge, 3/8 inch spindle gouge, 

parting tool and passive sander. 

 

 

 

SAFETY:  When operating equipment, read the manufacturers safety guidelines 

on operating that piece of equipment.  Always wear face protection and dust 

masks when sanding. 

DRIED FLOWER VASE 

By: Donald Watson 


