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I’ve worked with my hands 
most of my life, taking apart 
everything I could get my hands 
on as a child, to building tree 
forts with neighborhood friends 
and working construction in my 
early teenage years with my dad 
back home in Iowa.  Every year, 
junior and senior high school 
woodshops and metal shops 
were my favorite courses. 
 I began woodturning in 
2000, taking a class at our 
local Woodcraft store, and 
soon after joined the Gold 
Coast Woodturners. George 
Snyder allowed me to join him 
in his shop in Oakland Park FL 
where I spent all my free time 
turning mountains of shavings. 
I purchased all his equipment 
from his wife after he passed 
away in 2004, and it has been 
my studio since. 
 What draws me to 
woodturning are the limitless 

opportunities we have 
when starting with a wood 
blank and the instant 
gratification creating a new 
piece. I love taking a raw 
piece of wood and creating 
art by featuring the grain 
patterns, bark inclusions, 
color variations, and 
movement inherent with 
this medium.
 I’ve been a chapter mentor 
since 2003 and began as a 
woodturning instructor in 2004. 
I’ve served as vice president 
and president of Gold Coast 
Woodturners and am a current 
member of Palm Beach County 

Woodturners, South Florida 
Woodturners Guild, and the 
South Florida Woodworkers 
Guild. 
 I enjoy teaching and tool 
making and demonstrate 
frequently both locally and in the 
Bahamas.  

TOOLS AND SUPPLIES
• Spindle roughing gouge
• 3/8” spindle gouge
• 1/4” square round-nose 

scraper
• 3-point tool
• 16 tpi thread chaser set
• Thin parting tool
• Texturing tool
• Body blank, 1-1/4” x 1-1/4” x 

3”
• Cap blank, 2” x 2” x 2-1/2”
• Palm seeds
• Eye hook
• CA glue, thin and medium
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Birdhouse Ornament with Eggs

2. True up the top of the 
acorn body, then bore 
a 3/8” hole to the inside 
bottom depth.  Hollow 
2/3 deep inside with 
round-nose scraper, 
leaving rim 1/8” thick and 
parallel side 1/4” deep.

3. Angle inner edge of rim slightly outward, 3/16” 
inside, thin the wall 1/16”.  Reduce lathe speed to 
300-450 rpm for threading.

4. Begin working female thread chaser on the 
angled-out rim, cutting half of first thread on first 
pass with the chaser angled outward, feeding the 
tool into the opening.  Thread chasers are scrapers, 
so they need to be position at center or slightly 
above center inside your turning and at center or 
slightly below center outside.  Continue working the 
chaser into the opening lightly, cutting half thread 
deeper with each pass while shifting the tool parallel 
with the lathe bed.  About 20 passes with the tool 
are needed.

BODY
1. Rough out the blank 
and cut a tenon.  Mount 
in chuck, then shape 
upper 2/3 of ornament 
body, leaving enough 
material at base for 
support during hollowing.  
Choose the acorn face 
and drill 5/16” entrance 
hole.  Refine body shape 
using the spindle gouge.

5. Hollow remainder of 
body with round-nose 
scraper.  Refine inside 
of bird entrance hole 
with round grinding 
bur in Dremel, then 
carefully sand interior, not 
touching the threads.

6. Finish shaping outside of acorn body and sand.  
Clean dust from inside, wax threads and interior, 
then part off.

CAP
7. Rough out blank, cut tenon, and mount in chuck.  
Cut 5/16” long tenon, 1/16” diameter larger than 
threaded opening in acorn body.  Shape cap side.  
Nest material can be made using a shearing cut with 
spindle gouge during cap shaping.

8. Angle tenon edge 
slightly and cut groove 
using 3-point tool in 
corner where tenon 
meets cap.

9. Slow lathe speed to 300-450 rpm.  Top of male 
thread chaser must be on center line or slightly 
below.  Start with tool handle angled toward 
tailstock and chamfer angle.  Begin moving tool 
lightly to the left, cutting half thread each pass, 
bringing the cutting edge parallel to the wood as you 
work along the tenon.  Pull the tool off the thread 
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10. Test fit acorn body 
and recut threads until 
body screws on loosely, 
fitting flush to cap.  
Screw body on cap, 
finish cut the point, and 
sand.  Apply finish to 
acorn body now, if you 
like.

11. Shape cap to match body, then remove body.  
Cut away extra threads leaving two near cap, finish 
cut the cap base, wax the threads.

12. Stipple cap surface 
using chatter tool or 
texturing tool.  Shape top 
of cap, leaving top stem 
3/16” thick, and part off.

13. Make threaded jam 
chuck from scrap wood 
(or your next acorn body) 
and screw in cap.  Finish 
cut the cap top, leaving 
stem 1/8” diameter.  
Texture top to match.  
Drill eye hook hole with 
proper size drill bit.  
Apply finish.

EGGS
14. Eggs are made from 
Christmas palm (a/k/a 
Adonidia palm) seeds 
that have burgundy veins 
in the nut meat.  Any 
palm seeds, wood, or 
other materials can be 
used.

15. I get fresh seeds, air dry them, remove outer 
husks, flatten end on belt sander, rough up flat end 
with 80-grit sandpaper, and CA glue onto wood 
tenon in chuck.

16. Using freshly sharpened spindle gouge, rough 
turn seed, cutting only toward lathe headstock.  Cut 
until nice egg shape is produced.  Sand if needed.  
Continue cutting base until it comes off, catching 
with your hand.  Make two more same size and 
shape.

PERCH
17. Perches can be 
turned form a dowel and 
colored or from leftover 
wood to match cap.  Drill 
perch-size hole in acorn 
body and glue in.

NEST
18. Break up fine shavings made while shaping cap 
into small pieces.  Drop into acorn body.  Create 
nest with a pencil or dowel.  Drop in eggs and adjust 
with tweezers or pencil.  Carefully apply thin CA 
glue, using long narrow tip to only the eggs and 
nest.  Use minimum amount just to wet everything.  
Squeezing air from glue 
bottle before putting it 
in body helps to control 
flow.  One small drop of 
medium CA glue placed 
on the outer edge of 
each egg locks them into 
place.  Set in safe place 
for glue to dry.

before the left edge touches the cap or threads will 
be destroyed.




